
A History of Lomond Park : 1905 - 2005 
 

 

As The Lomond Park Company Limited (LPC) celebrates its Centenary in 2005, the Directors thought it worthwhile to 

undertake a little research into the history and development of the Park.  We have not set out to produce a scholarly 

tome, far less a work of literary merit, but rather to share some of the observations and comments recorded in the formal 

Minutes of Company Meetings.  We hope you will find this an interesting read which might throw a little light on the 

evolution of our shared amenity and, perhaps, answer some unasked questions. 

 

 

The Original Rationale 

  

Various legal documents in the Company’s archive indicate that around 1900 plans were being promoted by The Trinity 

Land Company Limited (TLC) to erect tenements on certain of the lands they had acquired in 1875 from the Trustees 

of the Property Investment Company of Scotland.  These lands, referred to originally as “The Lands of Trinity Mains 

and Others” and later as “Victoria Park, Trinity”, encompassed much of what is modern Trinity.  Although TLC had 

sold Lomond Park in 1879 to the Revd DCW Darnell, they still owned much of the surrounding land and were building.  

It is also said that adverts were to be placed and even advertising hoardings erected.  We have unearthed an architect’s 

drawing, dated 1900, of a building scheme for “Lands of Cargilfield, Lomondfield”. 
See Page 2 

 

This situation alarmed local residents sufficiently that Counsel’s Opinion was sought to check whether there was any 

way in which building, now or at any future date, on Lomond Park could be prevented by reference to old Conditions of 

Feu – the Opinion was “No”.  In the end, “certain gentlemen in Trinity came forward and purchased the Park in order 

to lay it out as a recreation ground and thus maintain the amenity of the Trinity District.” 

 

THE TRINITY LAND COMPANY LIMITED sold “that area of ground extending to four acres and three poles or thereby 

Imperial Measure” to the REVEREND DANIEL CHARLES WEST DARNELL of Cargilfield, Trinity for Three Thousand 

One Hundred and Fifty Five Pounds, Seven Shillings and Six Pence on 13th June 1879. 

 

The disposition records “…(he) has acquired the said area of ground to be used meantime at least as a recreation 

ground in connection with his school of Cargilfield Trinity …”.  A Feuing Plan of Trinity, dated 1898, clearly shows the 

land marked as “Cargilfield Play Ground”. 

 
Note:  Revd Darnell had founded Cargilfield Boys School in 1873 on Trinity Road (at what is now the south west corner 

of South Trinity Road and Darnell Road). 

 

 The School relocated to Barnton in 1898.   Darnell Road itself is named after him. 

 

Later Revd Darnell was appointed Vicar of Portsmouth where he died in 1903. 

 

On 8th May 1905 the TRUSTEES OF THE REVD D.C.W. DARNELL sold the land – now officially designated “Lomond 

Park” for the first time – to THE MURRAYFIELD REAL ESTATE COMPANY LIMITED for £4, 375. 

 

In another Disposition, dated the same 8th May 1905, THE MURRAYFIELD REAL ESTATE COMPANY LIMITED sold the 

land to ROBERT SMITH ALEXANDER of 18 Lomond Road, and ELEVEN OTHER LOCAL RESIDENTS, for £6,000 – a tidy 

37% profit in the one day!  

 

RS ALEXANDER and the OTHERS sold the land to THE LOMOND PARK COMPANY LIMITED on 15th September 1905 for 

Six Thousand and Fifteen Pounds Thirteen Shillings. 

 
Note: The Heritable Assets of LPC are carried currently in the Company’s Accounts at a value of £6,184. 

 

For those interested in such matters, in 1905 “the money feuduty is Four Pounds three shillings and nine pence, and the 

grain feuduty and Ministers Stipend is the highest fiars prices of Midlothian for Nine Bolls, Two Firlots, One Peck and 

Two and seven tenths lippies of Barley”. 

 
Note: One Boll was approximately 140 pounds dry weight (63.5 kg). One Firlot was a ¼ Boll, one Peck a ¼ Firlot, and 

One Lippie a ¼ Peck. (Old Scots Measures) 

 

The Feu Duty was redeemed by LPC at Martinmas (11 November) 1985 in a single payment of £156.37. 
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Lands of Cargilfield, Lomondfield 

William Baird Laing, Architect, Edinburgh 11th June 1900 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acquiring the Land 
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Why the name “LOMOND” Park? 

 

We have been unable to discover any conclusive evidence but the name may simply have been derived from Lomond 

Road.  Lennox Row, Lomond Road, Stirling Road, and Zetland Place were all named after ships registered at Leith.  

The roads were built 1877-89.  All the land here earlier formed part of Trinity Mains which had been bought by the 

“Fraternity of Masters and Mariners of Trinity House” in 1713 hence the origin of the name “Trinity”. 

 

 

The Incorporation of The Lomond Park Company Limited 

 

The original Minute Book of THE LOMOND PARK COMPANY LIMITED details an Agreement, dated 29th May 1905, 

between ROBERT SMITH ALEXANDER, 18 Lomond Road, and ELEVEN OTHER LOCAL RESIDENTS, to sell the land of 

Lomond Park to “a company to be formed and to be called The Lomond Park Company Limited or other like 

designation”.   On this same date, 29th May 1905, a number of Subscribers to the Memorandum of Association of LPC 

appointed Bailie Malcolm Smith, Sir John Murray, Charles Waddie, J Falconer King, John Sharp, and John 

Dewar to be the first LPC Directors.  These Directors in turn appointed Bailie Malcolm Smith to be their first 

Chairman, Messrs Walker & White, CA, to be Auditors of the Company, and Mr A.C.D. Vert, SSC, to be Secretary 

and Treasurer.  Finally, at this same meeting, the Directors agreed to acquire the land of Lomond Park. 

 

The Memorandum and Articles of Association of THE LOMOND PARK COMPANY LIMITED are dated 8th June 1905 and 

the Certificate of Incorporation is signed by Kenneth Mackenzie, Registrar of Joint Stock Companies, the following 

day.  The Memorandum and Articles of Association have remained substantially unaltered since. 

 

The Articles of Association specify that “the Capital of the Company shall be £10,000 sterling divided into 10,000 

Shares of £1 each.  The amount fixed as the minimum subscription upon which the Directors may proceed to allotment 

is £6,000”. 

 

 

Objectives of LPC 

 

The Memorandum of Association details the principal objectives which, in addition to the usual details of fiscal and 

legal responsibility, can be summarised as (1) to acquire the land, (2) to retain the Park for games (specifying bowling, 

tennis, croquet, curling, cricket, hockey and football, and similar) and recreation, (3) to plant trees, shrubs, plants and 

flowers, and (4) to let or sub-let any part of the land. 

 
                       
Original Share Issue 

 

A Prospectus for the Share Issue was published on 12th June 1905 inviting Applicants to subscribe.  Applicants had to 

pay Five Shillings upon application, Five Shillings upon allotment and the balance of Ten Shillings to be paid within 

one month.  At a Directors’ Meeting on 24th July 1905 some 64 Applicants, the majority of whom being immediately 

local residents, were allotted shares varying in number from 5 to 250.  Subsequently two further Applicants were 

approved taking the final total to 6,050 Shares to be issued.  This is exactly the same number of shares in issue 

today.   

 
Note: Mr James Fleming, Dalmore Lodge, Trinity Road, the founder of Wardie Church in 1885, was an original 

shareholder.  The Presbytery of the Church of Scotland has been a shareholder since 1924. 

 

Accompanying the Prospectus were two Plans, drawn by A Hunter Crawford, FRIBA, showing alternative schemes for 

using the Park as a recreation ground or an ornamental pleasure ground. 
See Pages 4 & 5 
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ORIGINAL 1905 OUTLINE PLAN 

Ornamental Pleasure Ground 
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ORIGINAL 1905 OUTLINE PLAN 

Recreation Ground 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A History of Lomond Park : 1905-2005 

- 6 - 

 

The next Meeting, on 15th August 1905, authorised the Secretary to settle the land purchase transaction, utilising the 

share sales proceeds and, as this latter total was not enough to cover the purchase and the costs of forming the company, 

to raise a loan of £400 (@ 3 ½%) secured against the value of the land.  The preliminary expenses were finally written 

off in 1931 and the loan repaid in instalments of £100 (1908), £100 (1913) and finally £200 (1956!). 

 

 

Extracts from Minutes of Meetings 

 

The Minute of the 15th August 1905 Directors’ Meeting notes that applications had been received from Trinity Rugby 

Football Club, the Belford Ladies Hockey Club and a Miss Williamson’s Hockey Club to use the Park during the 

winter months – all were approved.  Rent per season was agreed at £15, £7, and £10 respectively. 

 

Subsequent Minutes suggest, although there is no factual reference, that Trinity Rugby Football Club had used the land 

at Lomond Park for some years prior to the creation of LPC and had earlier erected their own pavilion at the Zetland 

Place end.  In 1914 the Directors wrote to the Rugby Club “to ask them to have the Pavilion put into a proper state of 

repair and kept clean and tidy”. 

 

The First Annual General Meeting of LPC was held on 18th October 1905.  Amongst the usual business “discussion 

took place as to certain boys habitually trespassing in the Park and the nuisance caused thereby”.  This was remitted to 

the Directors to regulate at their meeting later the same day; the result being “The Secretary was instructed to write to 

(Police) Inspector Macdonald, Leith, pointing out to him the trouble and annoyance caused by trespassers, and to ask 

him to have the nuisance stopped”.  Subsequently,  the Chief Constable, Leith wrote to the Secretary in terms “as 

different persons now claim the right to enter and play in the Park the Police could no longer take charge and regulate 

admission”.  It is interesting that the problems of unauthorised use of the Park, still something of an issue today, 

were matters of concern a hundred years ago! 

 

In January 1906, the Directors discussed the alternative Plans, which had been drawn up in May 1905, for ‘laying out’ 

the Park for a variety of purposes but decided not to proceed “for want of funds”.  It is clear, however, that the 

promoters of Lomond Park had quite grand ideas for the possible use of the land.                     

 

The Meeting of 2nd May 1906 records the formation by John Dewar, LPC Director, of the (Trinity) Juvenile 

Recreation Club to encourage local youngsters to play cricket, and other games, in the Park during the summer 

months.  It was agreed that this Club would become tenants of the Park for the summer season at a rent of Five Pounds. 

 

At this same meeting, the Secretary was directed “to advertise the grass in the Park for sale”.  Sometime later William 

Scott, Butcher, became the ‘grazing tenant’ for an annual rent of One Pound Ten Shillings until 1917.  In 1918, 

Messrs A. McNicol, Gardeners, 11 York Road assumed the ‘grazing tenancy’ at a rent of Five Pounds per season and 

were allowed to graze sheep and one pony only.  At a later date, Mr William Scott resumed the ‘grazing tenancy’ which 

he held until 1940 when it was taken over by a Mr D.M Walker – still at the seasonal rent of Five Pounds. 

 

The Directors’ Meeting of 8th March 1907 reports an approach by Mr A.J Simpson, SSC, on behalf of the Trinity 

Bowling Club enquiring about the possibility of leasing a portion of the Park for a Bowling Club and Lawn Tennis 

Courts and submitting an outline Plan.  In October 1907, LPC formally granted Mr Simpson an option to further 

develop the Bowling and Tennis Clubs’ Plans.  Unfortunately we have not discovered any remaining copy of these 

original plans but we do know the area of land being discussed was that which the Bowling Club presently has together 

with the three Tennis Courts adjacent to Lennox Row. 

 
Note: Trinity Bowling Club was instituted in 1855 and resided on the west side of York Road.  The ground was 

inconvenient and could accommodate only 50 playing members. 

 

 Trinity Lawn Tennis Club was formed in 1903 having been previously established in the 1880’s as Bonnington 

Lawn Tennis Club at Raimes’s Park (which became Victoria Public Park).  In 1921 TLTC amalgamated with 

Lomond Park LTC and replaced TLTC in the 1st league of the East of Scotland Lawn Tennis Association. 

 

In early 1907, Trinity Recreation Club Limited (TRC) was formed by John Dewar, its shares being held by the 

members of the Bowling and Tennis Clubs.  Of original nine Directors of TRC six were shareholders in LPC, including 

Malcolm Smith and John Dewar both LPC Directors.  The first TRC Chairman was Malcolm Smith.. 

 

After protracted deliberation, the Directors of LPC and TRC agreed (a) to the terms of a formal Twenty One Year Lease 

at an annual rent of £45, and (b) that TRC might erect a Pavilion.   By July 1908, TRC had agreed to “take over the 

Trinity Juvenile Recreation Club”.  The tennis courts opened for play in May 1907 – it is understood that originally 

these were laid out in tar-macadam and later changed to red blæs.  The Bowlers relocated in 1909. 
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Note: The original 21 year Lease with TRC was extended to 1939.  Subsequently the Lease was further extended or a 

new Lease negotiated, at various intervals, the last being in 2001 for 30 years.  However TRC’s Share Register 

had fallen into disarray over many decades and in 2003 the TRC Directors determined the only practical remedy 

was to transfer the assets of TRC to a new company limited by guarantee – thus institutionalising representation 

and control in the hands of the Bowling and Tennis Clubs.  Trinity Recreation Club (2004) Limited was formed, 

the assets transferred and the Lease assigned to the new company.  The Lease now stands at £4,600 pa with 

small annual increments. 

 

In September 1914, Trinity Rugby Football Club asked to be relieved of their tenancy “on account of the War”.  The 

request was remitted to the Secretary “to deal with later when matters develop ….. but not to insist upon  the Lease in 

the event the Club does not use the Park”.  Permission was given to the Edinburgh Military Training Association to 

drill in the Park. 

 

In 1920, Lomond Park Lawn Tennis Club expressed the wish to lay out two grass Tennis Courts at the Zetland 

Place/Stirling Road corner of the Park – the Directors agreed.  Tennis Club Minutes report grass courts being used for 

juniors but it seems they were discontinued in 1936. During 1921 there were various discussions between the Tennis 

Club and LPC about the possibility of two additional courts being laid out immediately adjoining the existing courts and 

a Pavilion erected.  A detailed Plan was presented to the Directors who, in due course, agreed to the scheme. 

 

It was also resolved in 1920, after a mowing machine was damaged by a metal spike left lying in the Park that the 

Company should, for the first time, take out Third Party Insurance – in the amount of £500.  (The level of Public 

Liability Cover today is £5 million.) 

The Company’s first Secretary and Treasurer, Mr A.C.D Vert, SSC, died in 1921 and was succeeded by Mr A. H. 

Mitchell. 

 

In 1924, the Directors considered at length a proposal to form a Putting Green within the Park.  In due course “The 

Directors agreed to the formation of an 18 short hole Golf course”.  They also appointed a Greenkeeper and agreed to 

admit the public at a charge of Two Pence (2d) per round.  The Putting Green opened in May 1924 and by 13th June 

had produced an income of £10:-:4d. One Director was authorised “to purchase new clubs” and the Secretary to place 

adverts in three local newspapers.  It was resolved later that “no dogs are (to be) admitted to the Park”.  By the end of 

the first season however, LPC had incurred a loss of over £21 due in large part to the running of the Putting Green, but 

the Directors decided to continue the facility.  Sometime around 1926/7 a local Putting Club had been formed including 

a Ladies Section.  Although marginally profitable in the intervening years, by 1935 the Putting Green was showing a 

loss again of £6:14:9d, which rose further in each of the subsequent years.  Finally, in 1940, the Directors decided to 

close the Putting Green. 

 

In March 1927 Sir Malcolm Smith, KBE, who had been LPC’s first Chairman, resigned but remained an Ordinary 

Director until his death in March 1935.  He was succeeded as Chairman by Mr John A. Lindsay, an original 

shareholder. 

 

In 1932, the Town Clerk sought permission to erect a Police Box in the Park (at Zetland Place).  The Directors agreed 

but specified a nominal annual rent of One Shilling. 

 

A Minute in 1936 notes that the Directors agreed to a suggestion put forward by the Chairman the he might approach 

“the City Authorities with a view to ascertaining whether they would not be prepared to take over the Park and to 

maintain it as a public one.”  The Minutes do not make clear what gave rise to this suggestion.  Early the next year, the 

City expressed some sympathy for the suggestion but, as no definitive proposals were forthcoming, the Directors 

resolved “nothing further should be done unless the City approaches the Company”. 

 

In the Minutes of 31st October 1938, the question of making the Park available for Air Raid Precaution trenches was 

raised “but it was decided to do nothing in regard thereto meantime”. 

  

During 1940 Trinity Rugby Football Club were unable to sustain their lease of the Park for the winter months and, after 

some protracted negotiation, LPC offered to purchase their pavilion for £20 but nothing further happened.  It appears no 

rugby was played here at all during the war years.  In 1947 Trinity RFC changed its name to Trinity Borderers Rugby 

Football Club.  In 1948 Trinity Borderers RFC changed its name to Edinburgh Borderers Rugby Football Club – 

the winter season rent was £40.  In 1948 LPC had purchased the Pavilion from Trinity Borderers RFC for £100; it was 

finally demolished in 1975 at a cost of £398!  In 1952 it was agreed that EBRFC might install floodlights in the Park, 

although we have not found any detailed plans or Planning Authorisations, and in 1959 LPC agreed to additional 

floodlights being installed.  In 1965 EBRFC asked for consideration to be given to erecting a new pavilion immediately 

to the east of the Bowling Club Pavilion – LPC declined.  In 1967 EBRFC sought permission to sell beer and liquor in 

their Pavilion and to make the Tennis Club Pavilion into a social club.  TRC Directors were against this proposal and 
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against Sunday afternoon bowling!  A later proposal in 1969 from EBRFC proposed a new structure on the site of their 

existing pavilion at Zetland Place but key elements of their plans included LPC agreeing a 30 year Lease of the land and 

EBRFC gaining a “licence to sell spirituous liquors”.  LPC Directors were disposed to grant the 30 year Lease but 

agreed to conduct a “survey” to judge local opinion amongst the householders overlooking the Park and all those others 

who had subscribed that year; the returns were 32 in favour and 6 against. 

 

At this time, our current Chairman, HB Clegg, although not yet a Director of LPC conducted his own “independent 

survey” of local residents from which emerged considerable opposition to the plan.    In the end nothing further 

happened and in 1972 EBRFC ceased playing at Lomond Park.  Earlier some interest had been expressed by the Royal 

Bank of Scotland Rugby Club in playing at Lomond Park but this came to nothing. 

 

In April 1942, Mr John A Lindsay, CBE, the Company’s second Chairman died.  Mr Thomas Band succeeded him. 

 

In 1945 the Fire Service erected a static water tank at the south west corner of the Park. 

In early 1946 LPC was in quite a parlous financial state with their only income likely to be the £40 rent from Trinity 

RFC.  The directors were anxious to find ways of increasing income in order to preserve the amenity.  A Circular Letter 

was distributed to many households in the immediate area which said, in part, “The Directors have resolved to 

approach residenters around and about the Park with the view to ascertaining whether they would be prepared to pay 

an annual subscription for the purpose of meeting the expenditure on the Park in exchange for which subscribers would 

be given a key with free access to and use of the Park for themselves and their children …..  No dogs are or will be 

permitted in the Park.”  The replies were sufficiently positive that a Subscription of One Pound was introduced.  In 

the first year £104 was ingathered.  In 1949, a Mr Robertson offered to collect the Annual Subscriptions at a 5% 

commission!  It is not known when the dog ban was lifted but in 1959 a number of Subscribers threatened not to renew 

because of increased dog fouling, nevertheless, the Directors decided to continue to allow dogs in the Park.  The 

Subscription remained at £1 until 1973 when it was increased to £3, increasing again to £5 in 1982.  In 1984/5, with 

ever increasing maintenance costs, particularly the railings, and hedge and tree planting, it was decided to raise the 

Subscription to £6 and to introduce (a) a Supplement of £4 for those overlooking the Park “who consequently enjoy an 

additional amenity”, and (b) a Supplement of £5 for those who exercise their dogs in the Park.  These subscription rates 

have been gradually increased over the years.  Older records of any detail are scant but in 1972/73 100 Subscribers 

contributed £300, in 1979/80 187 Subscribers contributed £576 but in 1984/85 144 Subscribers contributed £2,610 by 

way of Subscriptions and Donations.  The latest full year, 2004/05, saw 274 Subscribers contributing just over £6,000. 

 

In 1948 the Tennis Club sought permission to play on Sundays, this was declined.  The same request was repeated in 

1951 and, on the casting vote of the Chairman, declined once again.  Sunday play (2-6 pm) was first allowed in 1955 

and extended (from 2 pm onwards) in 1972.  In 1983 the start time was brought forward to 11 am and is now 9 am. 

 

An EGM in 1949 passed a Special Resolution adding the following to Article 20 of the Articles of Association – “Any 

person may be appointed or re-appointed a Director of the Company notwithstanding that at the same time of his 

appointment or re-appointment he shall have attained the age of seventy years, and a Director of the Company shall not 

be required to vacate his office by reason of his having attained the age of seventy years or any other age.” 

 

In December 1954 a child was injured while attempting to climb over the Park railings.  The possibility of removing the 

spikes was discussed but rejected on the grounds of cost. 

 

In 1958, the Rugby Club complained of damage to their pitch by “youths cycling in the Park”.  It was agreed to 

prohibit cycling in the Park and to post notices to that effect. 

 

1973 saw what was thought at the time to be an imminent threat to the very survival of Lomond Park.  In early April the 

Scotsman reported that a shareholder considered the Park “had been allowed to deteriorate under the present board, 

and that the company was losing money …. I only want to see that the park is either put in good order or, if the 

shareholders don’t want that, to have it sold to a builder who would undertake a suitable type of housing development.”  

It is understood that the shareholder wrote to all other LPC shareholders to outline his proposals.  In turn, the LPC 

Chairman, Mr HC Hendry, sent a circular to all shareholders saying in part “I request you to ignore the letter and not to 

return the postcard requesting a special general meeting.  The constitution of the company does not allow the ground to 

be sold for development purposes, and at no time has this been considered.”  Mr Hendry’s circular added “we believe 

the arrangement being made to have the ground …. used for recreational purposes would protect the property values in 

the area by ensuring the high amenity”.  In the end, no special general meeting was ever called and the matter was laid 

to rest.  A sigh of relief all around! 

 

At the instigation of a shareholder, Mr AW Miller, a meeting of Directors and Subscribers was called in October 1973 

with regard to keeping the Park tidy and attractive.  It was agreed to form a Subscribers Committee and Mr MD 

Pentland, LPC Director, was elected Chairman. 
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By 1978, Committee members were distributing the Annual Subscription Forms and a formal list of Subscribers was 

being maintained.  In 1981, Mr MB Anavi, LPC Director, succeeded Mr Pentland as Chairman of the Subscribers 

Committee.  Under Mr Anavi’s tenure, all the railings around the Park have been renewed at an average cost of £188 

per section, an Annual Maintenance Scheme introduced, and a programme of tree planting organised. 

 

In 1980 a proposal was raised to build squash courts but this was abandoned in favour of the Tennis Club installing all 

weather courts. 

 

In 1982 the Registrar of Companies certified LPC as a private company in terms of the Companies Act 1980. 

 

1987 saw the introduction of a dramatic (Landscaping) Improvement Project involving, the introduction of some large 

mounds, a children’s play area, a heart shaped open grass area (specifically to discourage large scale adult games), a 

separate area designated for a “Dogs’ Lavatory”, and substantial additional planting.  The estimated cost was some 

£15,000.  The Subscribers were circulated for their views and comments; the majority of respondents were not in favour 

of proceeding as they felt the cost was too high.  The Project was dropped but the Directors agreed to restrict dogs to the 

perimeter, to plant more trees, and to try to improve the drainage. 

 

In 1989 McCarthy & Stone wrote to LPC proposing a development of the Park but the Directors agreed to take no 

action. 

 

In 1990 Dutch Elm Disease was discovered in a number of the mature elms.  These were removed and it was 

acknowledged that, in due course, all the old elms will become infected and will have to be replaced. 

 

LPC agreed in 1993 to the Bowling Club’s proposal to extend their part of the Clubhouse.  In due course Planning 

permission was granted and the extension completed. 

 

In 1994, LPC agreed to the Tennis Club installing floodlights. 

 

In 1997, in an effort to inhibit a growing menace of unauthorised use of the Park and after considerable debate it was 

agreed to install new locks on all the Park gates and to issue keys to all subscribers at cost.  This would complete the 

railings replacement project for which Donations and Loans amounting to some £5,000 had been received.  The loans 

were all repaid in December 1999. 

 

In 2001, a new Landscaping Plan was introduced – to plant a second line of trees parallel to the current perimeter tree 

line to create something of an avenue.  It was hoped that, as an additional benefit, this would help alleviate some of 

drainage problems in the Park.  The Plan was approved in 2002 and implemented later that year. 

 

In 2003, another Landscaping Plan was considered – to plant additional circles of trees offset from the centre of the 

Park and to form pathways around the perimeter.  All of this to enhance the “garden appearance” of the Park and to 

lessen the image of one large open playing field.  The early cost estimates proved too great for the Company’s resources 

and the Plan was postponed.  In 2004, however, it was agreed to proceed with the tree planting but to postpone for the 

time being the idea of forming any paths. 
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Continuing Links with Original Shareholders 

 

It is to be expected that over the 100 years of the Company’s existence, shareholders will have come and gone.    Still, a 

few links have continued with some of the original shareholders (we believe we have got the relationships correct but 

offer our apologies in advance if we have misunderstood the convolutions of some older share transfers). 

 
A grandson of the first Chairman, Sir Malcolm Smith, KBE, is a Shareholder. 

 

Grandchildren, and great grandchildren, of the second Chairman, John A Lindsay, are Shareholders. 

 

A grandson of an original Director, John Sharp, is a Shareholder. 

 

There may be others but the family connections are not obvious. 

 

Although it was never stipulated in the founding instruments of LPC, it is generally understood that it was the 

Founders’ intention for the shares to be held by persons living in the immediately local area and, in particular, by those 

whose houses overlook the Park.  Largely through the efforts of our current Chairman, Bernulf Clegg, over the past 

twenty years or so, long since departed shareholders have been traced and their shares re-distributed.  At the time of 

writing, all bar three of the 37 households which immediately overlook the Park are Shareholders; their total 

shareholdings represent some 51% of the all the issued shares. 

 

 

Past & Current Chairman, Directors and Secretaries 

 

All the past and current (2005) Company Officers are listed on the following page. 
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Company Officers 
 

Chairmen 
 

  

Malcolm Smith 1905 - 1928 Director until 1935 

John A Lindsay 1928 - 1942 Director since 1924 

Thomas Band 1942 - 1954 Director since 1936 

Horace C Henry 1954 - 1977 Director since 1953 

J Cossar Lindsay 1977 - 1980 Director since 1953 

H Bernulf Clegg 1980 - present Director since 1977 
 

Past Directors 
 

 

Sir John Murray 1905 – 1914 

Charles Waddie 1905 – 1907 

J. Falconer King 1905 – 1915 

John Sharp 1905 – 1924 

John Dewar 1905 – 1930 

James Bishop 1907 – 1923 

John Sturrock 1914 – 1924 

David Ireland 1919 – 1936 

RS Alexander 1924 – 1932 

Kenneth Henderson 1931 – 1935 

George W Tait 1932 – 1953 

Edwin J Fyfe 1935 – 1939 

JLC Bartlet 1935 – 1949 

Andrew Stewart 1942 – 1953 

William C Hood 1951 – 1956 

James Letham 1956 – 1967 

Hugh Macnee Fraser 1967 – 1974 
 

Current Directors 
 

 

Michael Pentland 1976 

Michael Anavi 1980 

John Brindle 1993 

David Hunter 1998 
 

Secretaries 
 

 

ACD Vert, SSC 1905 – 1921 

AH Mitchell, SSC 1921 – 1932 

George J Tait, BL, SSC 1932 - 1959 

Norman R Kay, SSC 1959 – 1982 

Alan D Mackay, WS, NP 1982 – 1985 

Allen Kerr, WS, NP 1985 - present 

 


